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Dear Director:

Enclosed please find a copy of correspondence I received from Ben K.
McKinnon.

Please reply, in duplicate, toc my aide, CASSONDRA CCLLINS.
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Sincerely,

Richard Shelby
RCS/cdc
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ALABAMA BROADCASTERS A SSOCIATION

1316 ALFORD AVENUE
SUITE 201
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
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(205) 979-1690

(800) 211-5189

FAX (205) 979-9981

QFEFICERS

PRESIDENT

PAT COURINGTON, JR.
WAVU/WQSB - ALBERTVILLE

VICE PRESIDENT
HAROLD CULVER
WSFA.TV - MONTGOMERY

SECRETARY/TREASURER
MAUDLE BEDFORD
WVNA-AM/FM - TUSCUMBIA

tMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
TOMMY RAY
TUSCALQOSA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
BEN MCKINNON
ABA OFFICE - BIRMINGHAM

DIRECTORS

DISTRICT |

BILL THOMAS
WSBM/WQLT/WXFL - FLORENCE

CISTRICT 1t
ARNOLD HORNBUCKLE
WAHR - HUNTSVILLE

DISTRICT I
ERIC LAND
WIAT-TV - BIRMINGHAM

DISTRICT 1V
PHIL COX
ABC 1340 - ANNISTON

DISTRICT v
DAVID WOODS
WCOV-TV - MONTGOMERY

DISTRICT Vi
RON EUBAMNKS
WTXT/WACT - TUSCALOOSA

DISTRICT vl
JOHN GAUSE
WDFX-TV - DOTHAN

QISTRICT Vit
BUCK LONG
WKRG-TV - MOBILE

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE
LINDA SPALLA
WHNT-TV - HUNTSVILLE

PAST PRESIDENTS DIRECTCR
HOWSTON PEARCE
WTSK/WTUG - TUSCALOOSA

EDUCATIONAL ADVISER
JIM JACKSON
ALUBURN UNIVERSITY - AUBURN

June 25, 1999

The Honorable Richard Shelby
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Shelbv,

Alabama broadcasters are being confronted with the most serious threat that our
industry has ever faced and that is the ill conceived proposal by FCC Chairman Bill
Kennard to drop in low power FM radio stations throughout the United States.

Technical interference from these low power drop ins will be devastating plus
the absolute impossibility of any tvpe of enforcement and the very real possibility of
destroving the future of digital radio and, worst case scenario, the destruction of radio
as we know it today serving the public and individua! communities with news,
entertainment and public service programming.

At our Washington dinner on March 9, we indicated to the Alabama delegation
our strong opposition to this incredible proposal. FCC comment deadline from
broadcasters has been extended until August 2nd in order to allow the completion and
evaluation of techmical interference.

We are enclosing a copy of the ABA position and would greatly appreciate any
help that you can give us with the FCC which 1s already facing a great deal of
congressional opposition on this matter.

Also enclosed 15 a copy of an editorial from a highly respected industry
publication, Radio Inc, titled “William Kennard, The Man who Killed Radio .™ We
concur with the thoughts expressed by this publication.

Thank you for your continuing interest in the future of Alabama broadcasters
and for your efforts to help us perpetuate our present system of free over-the-air radio
with diversity and clanty in every community that is currently interference free and
operated bv responsible broadcasters.

Sincerely yours,

oo B M S

Ben K. McKinnon
Executive Director

BKM.cm
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An Obituary from the Future
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© William Kennard, The Man V.vho_Kil—led Réd_ib

William Kennard was a
kind, vibrant, bright and ca-
pable FCC commissioner
whose only goal was to help
minorities. ret roday. his
rame 1s spoken as a curse
amaong them, for it was
William Kennard who lured
thousands of them inte a
building he had unwittingly
set an fire

FCC Charrman Willaam
Kennard set the building on
fire when he led the charge
to atlot Radio spectrums for
thousands of low-power
‘micro-radio stations” across

America. Recalling his own
college Radio expenence Ken.
nard believed that by iiloring
spectrums, minonties would
be free to invest in the:r own
low-power Radio statrons
thereby creating thousands of
new jobs within Amercas m:.
nonty communi{ics

For a while, 1t sezmed as
though Kennards drsan
might become reality 1t was
oniy after thousands af op-
[imustic minerity entrepre-
neurs had invesied in these
unregulated "migro-signals”
thar they began overlapping

ane anorher and interfering
with the rraditional estab-
lished s.gnals that had pre-
viousiv been the backbone
of broadcasting

Tes. there once was a
day when the average Radio
s.g™1: could be heard across
an 2=cre oty allowing mo-
inmsis 13 listen to the sta-
t:on of therr choice as they
drove from place to place.
Radio dred at the hand of a
kind man, a good man, a
man wha wanted only to
heip Bur that doesn't make
it any less dead.

rights
rved.
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a . adio 15 asleep while the mast dangerous ruling in
ts history is about to be adopted by the FCC with
all four commissioners and its charrman in complere agree-
ment. [f broadcasters don't act quickly, the com-
mission will soon vote to allow unlimited
numbers of ‘aeighborhood” Radic stations across
every city in Amenca to begin broadcasting with
a on¢- to hve-mile signal Radio. as we know ir,
wil] become unlistenable in your town
Micro-radio will create havoc and inter.
ference on existing local Radio Frequencies i
every Amencan community, disrupting the corm.
munity service, news, tnformation and enter
tainment programming upon which millans of
consumers depend Like Commuissioner Kenrard
[ would like 10 se2 1n¢reased minoncy awnesship
in Radio but rhe creatton of unbimited numbers
of micro-stattons 18 definitelv not the answer
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Your statior MUST encourizs
send letters to Cong-zes and the White Mouse —
which, by the wav
FCC commissioner s:azing it wel!
are the destrucnien of 11 Radin se=ice
by micro-radic
You must speak to v 2 smgressicnal
representaiive abou! how da~ge-zus and
damaging this well.inzear
would be Yoursignal vou-bus.ressand
your future depend on »our atilio o gt
very ang before itis toe laie — Serora
Bill Kennard is known tor 2e 0 g tme man
who killed Radiz &

sisnmers I

supports Kennard — and to 2ack
~at toler
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MICRORADIO FCC PROPOSAL

On January 28, the FCC proposed new rules that would relax the regulations to enable
new broadcasters to transmit in areas from 2 to 18 miles in diameter, far smaller than the
territory reached by commercial broadcasters. The new rules wouold permit hundreds, if not
thousands, of small broadcasters to run inexpensive, low-power stations. Not only would these
new stations cause great interference with existing stations, but aiso the FCC has no means for
monitoring stations that may start out as one-waft stations but later seek to become full power
stations.

e
I

The Commission is proposing to adopt two ciasses, of low power radio. The first, LP§
1000, would allow operations with 1000 watts effective radiate power, which would provide§
a coverage area with a radius of approximately nine miles. "

The second class, LP 100, would allow operations with up to 100 watts effective radiated |
power, allowing a service area of approximately 3.5 miles.

The Commission also asked if it shouid authorize a true micropower station class, with |
power levels of between 1 and 10 watts. If adopted, such stations would have a coverage area
of one or two miles.

ABA’s Position On Microradio

The ABA strongly opposes any further FCC action on microradio for the following
important reasons.

+ Adding thousands of new low-power stations to an already congested radio
band would cause devastating interference to existing broadcasters, including air traffic
control and emergency police and fire frequencies;

« A low-power service could jeopardize broadcasters from ever implementing digital
radio technology, which depends on the existing channel allocations;

« The FCC does not have the resources to establish this new service and could face
extraordinary burdens in licensing new low power stations. solving interference
problems, and peolicing power cheaters if 2 low power service were established.

« The FCC should not establish an entirely new service to legitimize the pirate

broadcasters who are flagrantly violating the law as it exists today.

The granting of new low power FM microradio stations would be a crippling blow to
small market local community oriented broadcasters.

February 1999




